
SKD 17th Sunday, Ordinary time: LK 11:1-13  
 

A story told by Cardinal Martini SJ (Ref De Mello, Awareness). It has to do with an Italian couple 
that’s getting married. They arranged with the parish priest to have a little reception in the parish 
courtyard outside the church. But it rained and they couldn’t have the reception, so they said to the 
priest, “Would it be all right if we had the celebration in the church?”  

Now father wasn’t one bit happy about having a reception in the church, but they said, “We will eat 
a little cake, sing a little song, drink a little wine, and then go home.” So father was persuaded. But 
being good life-loving Italians they drank a little wine, sang a little song, then drank a little more 
wine, and sang some more songs, and within a half hour there was a great celebration going on in 
the church. And everybody was having a great time, lots of fun and frolic. But father was all tense, 
pacing up and down in the sacristy, all upset about the noise they were making. The assistant 
pastor comes in and says, “I see you are quite tense”. 

“Of course, I’m tense. Listen to all the noise they are making, and in the House of God!, for heaven’s 
sake!” 

“Well, Father, they really had no place to go.” 

“I know that! But do they have to make all that racket?” 

“Well, we mustn’t forget, must we, father, that Jesus himself was once present at a wedding!” 

Father says, “I know Jesus Christ was present at a wedding banquet, you don’t have to tell me Jesus 
Christ was present at a wedding banquet! But they didn’t have the Blessed Sacrament there!” 
 
You see, at times, we get confused. We seriously do worry about Jesus, don’t we! My dear friends, 

if there is anything about religion, in the very first place, this religion must make us free, it ought to 

liberate us; liberate us from all our fears, fears of all kinds and shapes. What’s the use of a religion 

that burdens humanity with more fears? Wouldn’t that be frightening? Remember the words of 

Paul, ‘perfect love casts away all fears.’ True religion, my friends, has no room for fears.  So here is 

my first idea I want to put across to you that religion must be a path of freedom; simply a place 

where we find our true selves with all our limitations and our true connections with others. It’s a 

moment of celebration just like the Italians at the wedding banquet. It can be frightening to some. 

But, what’s the point of religion that does not celebrate life; I consider it to be rather dead.  

 

Let’s look at the disciples of Jesus. They have seen this ‘spark of freedom’, ‘a new religion’, because 

it was a NEW way of believing and living. When they first saw Jesus at the lakeside they were 

captivated by that ‘freedom’ which they had never felt before; when they heard the words, ‘come 

and follow me,’ they were attracted by this simple human being in Galilee.. and they left their 

boats, and their families behind and followed him. Now, Luke in Chapter 11, illustrating the life of 

Jesus’ disciples, let me introduce them as seekers of a ‘new religion’, wants to ask what’s this 

newness all about?  

 

So the disciples ask this question: “Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples.” It looks 

like the disciples are looking for some new understanding about prayer; how to connect with God. 

It’s clear they want to pray, not in the old fashioned way, not in the ways John’s disciples had 



prayed perhaps with fasting, but they wanted to pray in that newly discovered freedom in Jesus.  

Luke wants to highlight it: here is that new way of meeting God our humanity has been waiting for, 

“Father, may your name be held holy, your kingdom come, give us each our daily bread, and forgive 

our sins, for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us. And do not put us to the test.” (LK 

11:2-4) 

 

I see it as a simple and honest expression from a child’s heart. As children we write notes..It’s like a 

little note by a child to his or her father/mother.  The note says how sacred and dear you are to all 

of us in the family; you are the reason we are happy here. You are closer to us more than we are to 

ourselves. So let your kindness be shown to us all; with bead for our living, with forgiveness for our 

mistakes as I do not want to hold any grudge against  another. And please safeguard us all from the 

traps of evil kind.           

 

Yes, it’s a simple expression, but what is the newness that the disciples are discovering here? They 

begin to understand that this God is not a king or a governor like Caesar or Herod; corrupt, self-

centered, burdening with taxes, fines and punishments; simply, not caring for his own people. The 

disciples gather there is a new form of merciful caring, like a father/mother who attends to the 

needs of the family at all cost. And this father is not just the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, a 

memory from history to say I’m the one who brought you out of slavery to the promised land, but a 

father who builds his tent among his family, a new community of the living; the disciples begin to 

understand this fatherhood is intimately close to humanity; like a hen waiting to gather her young 

under her wings (LK13:34), without his knowledge not even a hair shall fall away (LK21:18); a father 

with open arms to embrace, to celebrate the return of his dear son (LK15:13-32). There is 

something new here.. the disciples have found a ‘new religion’ in Jesus, a new form of living in 

God; a new form of connecting with God. 

 

So I ask, have I built my faith in a God who makes us free? Have I met the same God that the 

disciples met in Jesus? I’m reminded of the pious grandma’s prayer after the war: “Thank you God, 

you’ve been very good to us. We prayed and prayed, so all the bombs fell on the other side of the 

town!” Yes, selfishness doesn’t leave us even in prayer..So it’s time for us to revisit my images of 

God; the disciples found newness in prayer which they had never seen before; they discovered 

freedom in the God of Jesus, a new faith that would inspire them through hard times of the early 

church. The question is whether this God excites my life with newness today? Perhaps, a few 

questions will help us focus ourselves. 

1. First, do I desire to meet God in prayer just like the disciples of Jesus? 
2. Where is my heart /my desires when I’m in prayer? 
3. Do I notice my distractions and movements within me? 
4. What does prayer do to my living? 

 
Friends, let’s build ourselves on the ‘true freedom’ God calls us to enjoy; it’s a ‘sacred space,’ a ‘true 
religion,’ that will set us free and there is no need to fear anymore. And don’t forget to celebrate 
life like the Italians do.  


